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I was recently asked a question I get a lot:
Why study English and Cultural Studies
specifically at Bryant? There are a million
ways to answer this question, but here are
my top five reasons.

To learn to communicate eloquently
and effectively in a variety of media. It
goes without saying that successful English
and Cultural Studies students are great
writers. They’re also skilled at conveying
complex ideas verbally, whether in
presentations to large groups or in intimate
conversations. At the same time, students
learn to communicate artistically, through
music, performance, the visual arts, film,
creative writing, and other media.

To understand, explain, and better our
world. In ECS, students apply a critical lens
to the complexities of human existence as
they are reflected in the cultural artifacts that
surround us. Our students become adept at
analyzing conflicts and seeing issues from
different perspectives. They develop deep
empathy, appreciation for diversity, and a
sense of social and environmental
responsibility. Students with a background in
ECS emerge as problem solvers and global
citizens, dedicated to making a difference.

To tap into creativity. In Bryant’s ECS
programs, not only do students explore great
works of literature, film, and art; they also
have opportunities to find their own avenues
of creative expression through a range of
studio and workshop courses.

For professional marketability, career
readiness, and graduate school
preparation. Graduates with strong

Out and About
We make our mark on campus and in the world.

Page 2

backgrounds in ECS have the writing and
critical thinking skills employers want. ECS
students are well rounded, innovative, and
adaptable, ready to adjust to shifting work
environments—ever more important in our
rapidly changing economy. English is a top
major for those entering law school; it also
provides a foundation for graduate study in
medicine, government, business, and
education.

For the joy of it. Students in ECS are
passionate about their subjects. They delight
in immersing themselves in the world of
ideas and exploring great works of art. They
do not shy away from the complications of
human interaction; instead, they dive right
in. They love being independent thinkers and
champions of cultural capital.

Student Work on Display
ECS events showcase student talent.
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Out and About
Our students get around! You’ll find them
getting to know local arts communities,
participating in performance installations on
campus, and sharing their passions with the
community.
For example, on REDay last spring, you
might have noticed a group of “tourists”
dressed in identical white coveralls touring
our campus. These were students in Prof.
Zaretti’s LCS220 Creativity and the Arts class
involved in a performance art piece, Campus
Encounters, that gave them a new
perspective on the everyday. Another
performance piece, Soundscapes and
Snapshots, paired students as guides and
spectators with the guide instructing the
spectator to open and close his or her eyes
for “snapshot” views of the environment.
Prof. Kuhlman’s LCS220 Creativity and the
Arts students were also on the scene during
REDay, at interactive tables that gave
audience members a chance to try out mail
art or drawing on the right side of the brain
and in a beautiful installation, Cosmos, on the
floor of the Rotunda.

ECS students are learning and sharing off
campus, as well. Last fall, students in Prof.
Flores’s Ecological Art and Design class
visited Revive the Roots, a North Smithfield
arts organization aimed at creating
ecologically regenerative social spaces
through permaculture. In the spring, Prof.
Kuhlman’s students took a walking tour of
public art in Providence with the group
Avenue Concept. And students in Prof.

Coughlin’s Introduction to Visual Studies
class and Prof. Kyrs-Burhoe’s Drawing Studio
class took separate trips to the RISD Museum
to study art. We really take seriously our role
as citizens of the world!

Clockwise from top: performing Campus
Encounters; learning about public art in
Providence; studying Japanese design at the
RISD Museum; inspiring creativity at REDay
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Student Work on
Display

English and Cultural Studies boasts some
wonderfully talented students, and we love
to show off the great work they do.
Our Pop Up Gallery Nights have become
highly anticipated events. For a few hours,
students, faculty, and staff transform a site
on campus into a gallery and performance
space. We come together to celebrate
achievements in ECS classes. Recent Pop Up
Gallery Nights have featured readings of
student poetry and philosophy, spectacular
visual art and design by students in our
studio courses, video installations, graphic
novels, critical studies, and interactive art
projects—all experienced while attendees
enjoy live music, snacks, and plenty of talk
and laughter.
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Another venue for student work is the annual
Bryant Literary Review Reading. The
Bryant Literary Review (BLR) is a highly
competitive international journal of poetry
and short stories, founded in 2000 by Prof.
Tom Chandler and published by Profs.
Chandler and Tom Roach. Student editors
help produce the journal, which receives
about 3,000 submissions from around the
globe every year. Each edition features
around 25 poems and 8 stories, including the
work of Bryant students, faculty, and staff.

At the BLR Reading, students, faculty, and
staff contributors come together with
professional writers to present some of the
outstanding work in the journal. At last
spring’s reading, audiences in a packed room
heard from some of the most talented writers
in our midst. This event never ceases to
surprise and inspire us. Keep an eye out for
announcements for the BLR Reading in spring,
2017. If you’d like to know more about the
BLR, contact Profs. Chandler or Roach.

These events, held at the end of the
semester, keep growing in popularity. We’re
looking forward to a time when we have
permanent gallery space so that we can
showcase student talent throughout the
year, but until then, look for announcements
for the Pop Up Gallery Night at the end of
the semester. It’s sure to be amazing.

The work of ECS students is prominently
displayed on REDay, as well. REDay is
Bryant’s annual celebration of scholarship
and creativity. Last spring, several sessions
showcased critical and creative
achievements in our classes. Prof. Jeff
Cabusao chaired a panel in which ECS
students analyzed representations of gender
and sexuality in science fiction film,
movements for social change, and even
Bryant’s own Archway newspaper. In another

session, sponsored by Prof. Terri Hasseler,
ECS student Kofo Adibeye presented a short
film exploring the role of creativity in
education. And, of course, students in
LCS220 Creativity and the Arts made their
mark on REDay as well—see “Out and
About,” above.

Sigma Tau Delta
Induction
Ceremony
On April 27, 2016, ECS inducted new
members into the Alpha Tau Rho Chapter of
Sigma Tau Delta, the international
English Honors Society. Prof. Jeff Cabusao
presided, and Prof. Bill Graves gave the
keynote address. We also honored LCS Major
Serena Cosenza ’16 with the first department
Book Award. We’re incredibly proud of our
students!
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New Courses!
ECS AT A GLANCE
Several exciting new courses have been
added in English and Cultural Studies. First,
Prof. Maura has created an introductory
course in ”green humanities.” LCS240 :
Introduction to Environmental Humanities
runs this fall. ”This course is a terrific
opportunity to look at themes of nature and
the environment across literature and the
arts,” says Prof. Coughlin. “We will be getting
out of the classroom on a regular basis to
think about how our reading and ideas work
in different places.”
Another fall offering is LCS372 : Creative
Writing Workshop. Aimed at giving students
exposure to creative writing genres other
than fiction and poetry, the course will have a
varied focus. The first version of the course,
taught by Prof. Kelly Easton, focuses on
writing for children.
This fall, Prof. Roach is teaching the new
course LCS471 : Friendship and Intimacy in
the Age of Social Media. "In the
contemporary world, phones, computers,
and cameras mediate our personal and
professional relationships,” says Prof. Roach.
“Our devices hold the promise of bringing us
closer together and yet they so often get in
the way of conversation and living in the
moment. This course surveys the philosophy
of friendship to help us better understand
who we are today, how we got here, and why
we relate to each other the way we do.”
An exciting addition to the spring schedule is
LCS440 : Issues in Arts Administration. Prof.
Joan Zaretti developed the course to address
student interest in merging creativity and
knowledge of arts industries and institutions.
Prof. Zaretti looks forward to helping
students “pursue interests in the arts by
exploring decision-making and innovative
programming in the performing and visual
arts, meeting New England arts
administrators, and visiting arts organizations
in the region.”
In addition to developing dynamic new
courses, ECS faculty are always working with
students to create Directed Studies that meet
their interests and curricular needs. For
information about courses, contact a faculty
member.

English and Cultural Studies is an
interdisciplinary department with faculty
expertise in anthropology, art history,
creative writing, environmental studies,
ethnic studies, film, literature, media
studies, music, performance, philosophy,
studio arts, and more.
Students in ECS have had internships with
arts magazines, museums, and social
service organizations. They go on to work in
a variety of fields, including sales,
marketing, entrepreneurship, finance,
human services, publishing, education,
public policy, and the arts. They have
pursued graduate study in creative writing,
education, business, medicine, and law.
We offer a Major in Literary and Cultural
Studies.
We have Concentrations in Literary and
Cultural Studies, Literature, Media and
Cultural Studies, and Creative and Applied
Arts.
We offer Minors in Literary and Cultural
Studies, Literature, and Media and Cultural
Studies.
Our courses are also integral to several
interdisciplinary programs, including
Africana/Black Studies, American Studies,
Film Studies, Global Studies, Latin
American and Latina/Latino Studies,
Professional and Creative Writing, and
Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Want to know more about what’s new in
ECS? Check us out on Facebook (English
and Cultural Studies at Bryant University)
or browse through our blog
(https://ecsatbryant.wordpress.com/).
You can find the BLR on Facebook, too, or
visit its website (bryantliteraryreview.org).
You can also email the Department Chair
or Undergraduate Advisor. We’d love to
hear from you!

DEPARTMENT CHAIR

Prof. Janet Dean, jdean@bryant.edu
UNDERGRADUATE ADVISOR

Prof. Jeff Cabusao, jcabusao@bryant.edu

