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We live in tumultuous times, when 
technology advances at breakneck pace, 
political powers shift dramatically, the 
environment faces threats, and society 
seems increasingly fragmented. What do 
English and Cultural Studies students do 
to play a positive role in this complex, 
fragile world? For me, it comes down to 
three central activities: 
 
Critique. Critical thinking, that habit of 
mind characterized by the detailed 
exploration of issues, ideas, and artifacts 
before drawing conclusions, is central to 
the Bryant education. It’s also at the very 
heart of what students do in ECS. To think 
critically is to engage in critique—to use 
tools like analysis and synthesis of 
evidence in order to come to a new and 
deeper understanding of something. Our 
subjects of critique may range from things 
like modernist paintings, to nineteenth-
century poetry, to Facebook, but they all 
present opportunities to move beyond 
common assumptions and formulas in 
order to produce knowledge and solve 
problems. 
 

Create. Creativity allows for personal 
expression, contributes to individual 
development, and makes life fun. More 
importantly, it fosters divergent thinking 
in both artists and audiences, and in that 
sense it is a requirement for human 
advancement and survival. ECS students 
develop their creative skills in a variety of 
media, including creative writing, visual 
arts, and performance. They also get 
involved with creative communities, on 
campus and beyond.  
 
Contribute. In ECS, a joint emphasis on 
cultural literacy and creative expression 
nurtures students’ potential to understand 
how things are, to speculate about how 
things could be, to think independently, 
and to imagine alternatives. Our 
multidisciplinary curriculum stresses social 
and environmental justice, and our 
commitment to presenting diverse 
perspectives generates empathy. ECS 
students learn that the highest aim of 
critiquing and creating is to make a 
difference in the world.  
. 
 

	

Making	Their	Mark	
ECS student accomplishments—from 
publications, to prizes, to performances. 
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ECS	is	Everywhere!	
Events that showcase student talent. 
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From	the	Chair	
By	Janet	Dean	
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We’re proud to report on some of our 
students’ and alums’ many 
accomplishments in the last few months. 
They’re an impressive bunch! 

o LCS Major Jennifer Hill won Best 
Photo of an Insect in the Roger 
Williams Park Botanical Center 
Conservancy annual photography 
contest. Her amazing winning 
shot is at right. (More student 
artwork will be on display at the 
FSC this semester.) 

o LCS Major Liam Rice’s original 
play, The Gate, was produced by 
the Bryant Players to great 
acclaim. Liam wrote the play as 
part of a WGSS capstone project. 
Liam also performed, hilariously, 
in the Bryant Players’ comedy 
Laugh Out Loud (Cry Quietly). 

o This past fall, LCS Major Brendan 
Collins conducted research in the 
Vito Russo Archives at the New 
York Public Library for his 
Directed Study, “Yearning to 
Belong: Reading Gay Culture, 
Creating Gay Community.” Vito 
Russo was the author of The 
Celluloid Closet, a 
groundbreaking study of 
representations of gay and 
lesbian life within Hollywood.  

o Two members of Prof. Eric Paul’s 
Poetry Workshop published 
poems they wrote for the class. 
Ashley Smith’s “Thomas and 
Friends” appears in the lit zine 
Pour Vida 
(https://issuu.com/pourvida/docs/
pour_vida_lit_zine_4.1__autumn
_2016). And  Gianna Sollitto’s 
“Cats in the Sun” will appear in 

Kitty Litter Press 
(https://kittylitterpress.wordpress
.com/). Another of our brilliant 
poets, LCS Major Brennan 
D’Elena, contributed the poem 
“Inherent Vice” to the Bryant 
Literary Review. 

o LCS alum have been getting their 
work in print, as well. Nick 
Mancuso (LCS Major ’12) has an 
essay, “Goldfish Obituaries,” in 
the journal Anthropoid 
(http://anthropoid.co/essayethno
/goldfish-obituaries/). The most 
recent Bryant Literary Review 
features the short story “Into the 
Storm,” by Tatiana Williams (LCS 
Major ’15). 

o Major Juliana Houldcroft has 
been accepted to the University 
of Connecticut School of Law. 
Liam Rice has been accepted for 
graduate study at University of 
California San Francisco. 
Courtney Landi (LCS Major ’12) is 
pursuing an MFA in Fiction 

Writing at the University of New 
Hampshire, where she also works 
as a Writing Mentor. 
Congratulations to all!  
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ECS	is	
Everywhere!	

					 	
In English and Cultural Studies, we get 
around, exploring new subjects and sharing 
our talents on campus and beyond.  

Our students helped make possible a 
wonderful Celebration of Unity at Bryant 
after the presidential election. Major Liam 
Rice was one of the organizers of the event, 
and Major Hanin Alsaleh designed beautiful 
posters. 

Students were out and about on numerous 
fieldtrips in the fall. Those in Prof. Maura 
Coughlin’s LCS240 Introduction to 
Environmental Humanities spent a lot of 
time outdoors, but they also had a chance to 
explore the RISD Nature Lab, where they got 
up-close-and-personal with corn snakes and 
axolotls.  

 

Fieldtrips in other classes included visits to 
the RISD Museum and Cityfarm, part of the 
Southside Community Land Trust.  

Once again, the end-of-the semester Pop 
Up Gallery was a huge hit. In this regular 
event, students, faculty, and staff transform 
a site on campus into a gallery and 
performance space. This time around, 
students in Prof. Joan Zaretti’s LCS280 World 
Music class conducted an interactive African 

drum workshop. Media and Cultural Studies 
Minor Lauren Bansbach created whimsical 
caricatures of participants. And, of course, 
there was great art work from students in our 
studio classes and LCS220 Creativity and the 
Arts--plus snacks, opportunities to chat, and 
plenty of smiles.  

 

	

We bring art, literature, and performance 
outside of the classroom in other ways. 
Students in Prof. Martha Kuhlman’s LCS220 
Creativity and the Arts class staged an 
interactive art installation in the 
Rotunda. Those in Prof. Zaretti’s 
Introduction to World Music class got to 
share the stage and practice dance moves 
with the acclaimed Akwaaba Ensemble. 
Nicole Palmese (a student in LCS 280) and 
the rest of the Bryant University Chamber 
Ensemble performed with the Handel and 
Haydn Society as part of the President's 
Cultural Series. The student and faculty 
editors of the Bryant Literary Review are 
hard at work on another great issue. Don’t 
miss the BLR Reading this spring, where we 
showcase some of the best writing around.  

      

 

	

	
Our	Honor	Society,	
Sigma	Tau	Delta			

	
	
This April, we will induct new students into 
the Alpha Tau Rho Chapter of Sigma Tau 
Delta, the international English Honors 
Society. You need not be an LCS Major to 
become a member of this prestigious 
organization. If you would like to apply, 
contact Prof. Jeff Cabusao. 
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Faculty	News	
	

		 		 	

Prof. Jeff Cabusao’s edited anthology 
Writer in Exile/Writer in Revolt: Critical 
Perspectives on Carlos Buloson was 
published this past summer. The book 
brings together  pioneering scholarly 
essays on an important Filipino writer and 
activist. It also includes rare documents 
that shed light on Buloson’s literary career. 

Also appearing this summer was Prof. 
Janet Dean’s Unconventional Politics : 
Nineteenth-Century Women Writers and 
U.S. Indian Policy. It  explores the ways 
white and Native American women writers 
took up and transformed popular literary 
genres in order to protest the U.S. 
government’s treatment of Native 
Americans.  

Hot off the presses is DIY Utopia : Cultural 
Imagination and the Remaking of the 
Possible, edited by Prof. Amber Day. This 
collection, focused on artist-led projects, 
activism, and subculture communities of 
interest, includes a chapter by Prof. 
Martha Kuhlman on art and public space in 
Providence. Many	other	faculty	have	books	
in	progress	or	forthcoming,	so	stay	tuned. 

In	addition	to	working	on	a	new	scholarly	
book,	Prof.	Tom	Roach	has	been	exploring	
less	conventional	outlets	for	his	ideas:	he	is	
part	of	a	music/performance	ensemble	
called	Fragile,	which	has	appeared	at	art	
festivals	and	recorded	nine	original	
compositions.	This	project	is	in	
collaboration	with	an	internationally	
renowned	artist,	Wolfgang	Tillmans.	You	
can	find	the	visual	album	“That’s	
Desire/Here	We	Are”	on	Youtube.	Ask	Prof.	
Roach	about	his	sideline	as	a	rock	star!	

	

	
	

	

	

ECS	AT	A	GLANCE	

	

English and Cultural Studies is an 
interdisciplinary department with faculty 
expertise in anthropology, art history, 
creative writing, environmental studies, 
ethnic studies, film, literature, media 
studies, music, performance, philosophy, 
studio arts, and more.  

Students in ECS have had internships with 
arts magazines, museums, and social 
service organizations. They go on to work 
in a variety of fields, including sales, 
marketing, entrepreneurship, finance, 
human services, publishing, education, 
public policy, and the arts. They have 
pursued graduate study in creative writing, 
education, business, medicine, and law.  

We offer a Major in Literary and Cultural 
Studies.  

We have Concentrations in Literary and 
Cultural Studies, Literature, Media and 
Cultural Studies, and Creative and 
Applied Arts.  

We offer Minors in Literary and Cultural 
Studies, Literature, and Media and 
Cultural Studies.  

Our courses are also integral to several 
interdisciplinary programs, including 
Africana/Black Studies, American 
Studies, Film Studies, Global Studies, 
Latin American and Latina/Latino 
Studies, Professional and Creative 
Writing, and Women, Gender and 
Sexuality Studies. 

	

	

	

	

	

FOR	MORE	INFORMATION	

	

Want to know more about what’s new in 
ECS? Check us out on Facebook (English 
and Cultural Studies at Bryant University) 
or browse through our blog 
(https://ecsatbryant.wordpress.com/).  

You can find the BLR on Facebook, too, or 
visit its website (bryantliteraryreview.org). 

 You can also email the Department Chair 
or Undergraduate Advisor. We’d love to 
hear from you! 

	

DEPARTMENT CHAIR 
Prof. Janet Dean, jdean@bryant.edu 

UNDERGRADUATE ADVISOR 
Prof. Jeff Cabusao, jcabusao@bryant.edu	
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